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People think in terms of Indiana Jones, where you sort of rush into a temple and grab something in one piece
and run away with a bunch of Nazis shooting at you.
But it’s not like that. - Sandy MacGillivray

The romanticism of discovering a lost civilization in the early 20th century and the methodical science and skill of a contemporary Canadian archaeologist whose findings re-write history come together in the one-hour documentary The Secret of The Snake Goddess on History Television, Wednesday, October 24 at 9pm (EST).

The Secret of the Snake Goddess is the story of a mysterious ancient Goddess and two treasure hunters. 

Sir Arthur Evans was one of the immortals of archaeology whose discoveries of the Palace of Knossos in Crete at the beginning of the 20th century was a world-wide sensation and made him “the father of Minoan Culture” - a civilization regarded as the very cradle of European culture, the link between Egyptian and Hellenic cultures.

Decades later a young Canadian archaeology professor Alexander (Sandy) MacGillivray makes a sensational discovery that challenges his hero Evans and questions what we know about the mysterious civilization of the Minoans and their Snake Goddess, which disappeared more than 3000 years ago.

The Secret of the Snake Goddess questions whether the Minoan Culture as we know it is a fake. Could it be the mere creation of Sir Arthur Evans, an ambitious and visionary archaeologist? Or was Sir Arthur himself fooled by clever forgers seeking if not fame then certainly fortune?

Using dramatic recreation, interviews with Minoan experts and visits to archeological sites such as Knossos and Palaikastro in Crete, the Metropolitan Museum in NYC, the Boston Museum of Fine Arts and Toronto’s Royal Ontario Museum—the latter two homes to important but questionable Minoan artifacts—The Secret of the Snake Goddess takes viewers on a journey of discovery with Sandy MacGillivray. Will the man who studied archeology out of reverence to Sir Arthur Evans be the one to destroy the myth of Evans as “the father of Minoan Culture”?

A Canadian, German, and Greek co-production, The Secret of the Snake Goddess is directed and written by Christian Bauer and Nikos Dayandas, with producers Yuri Averof, Rea Apostolides, Ed Barreveld and Dagmar Biller, and is a production of Anemon Productions, Storyline Entertainment and Tangram-Christian Bauer Filmproduktion in association with ZDF, History Television, ERT, AVRO and the Canadian Television Fund, The Canadian Film or Video Production Tax Credit. 
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